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EASTER 


mg, soul of mine, this day of days. 
The Lord is risen. 


‘ward the sunrising set thy face. 
The Lord is risen. 


-hold he giveth strength and grace; 


“x darkness, light; for mourning, 
praise; 


x sin, his holiness; for conflict, 
peace. 


‘ise, O soul, this Easter Day! 
get the tomb of yesterday, 

+ thou from bondage art set free; 
.ou sharest in his victory, 

nd life eternal is for thee, 


-eause the Lord is risen. 


—Author Unknown 
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News and Notes 


Pastor Thorvald Henningsen passed 
away Feb. 21 at the State Hospital, 
Binghampton, N. Y. He had been a 
patient there over 5 years. Before his 
illness he was pastor at Laurens, N.Y. 
He was buried at Laurens, N. Y., Feb. 
24th. Pastor C. C. Kloth officiated and 
he was assisted by Pastor C. M. Vide- 
beck. He is survived by his wife, 
Anna, nee Jensen and three children, 
John, Ruth and Lois. 


Laurens, N. Y. Mrs. Karla J. Jacob- 
sen pased away Feb. 12. She was a 
faithful member of the church. She is 
survived by her husband and four chil- 
dren and several grandchildren. Pas- 
tor Chr. Christensen has been serious- 
ly ill with double pneumonia, but he is 
now well on the road to recovery. 


Snapshots from Japan. Just before 
the fire at the L.P.H. we got some ar- 
ticles from Dr. J. M. T. Winther, Jap- 
an. We shall print them gradually. 
The first one appears in this issue. 


Pastor C. M. WVidebeck expects to 
take over his new charge at Atlantic, 
Towa, right after Easter. 


Lutheran Home for the Aged is the 
new name for the Old People’s Home 
at Edmore, Mich. Pastor P. L. Thorslev 
is the manager. 


Pastor Hans O. Carlson of Caruthers, 
Calif., has resigned in order to accept 
a position within the social welfare 
work of the State of California. 


Milltown, Wis., Rev. A. E. Neve, pas- 
tor.. Twenty-five young people re- 
sponded to the invitation to have Sun- 
day morning breakfast at the parson- 
age on Youth Sunday. After break- 
fast the young people had their regu- 
lar Bible class which meets for wor- 
ship and study every Sunday at the 
parsonage. At the morning worship 
the young people participated in con- 
ducting the service by reading the 
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Epistle, praying the opening and clos- 
ing prayer and presenting musical 
numbers. A group of boys lit the 
candles and the girls did the ushering 
for the day. The pastor, basing his 
meditation on Matthew 16:21-28, spoke 
on the theme “I DARE YOU.” At this 
same service the President of the Lu- 
ther League, Eugene Jacoby, presented 
a $500.00 Bell and Howell sound pro- 
jector to the congregation from the 
Luther League. Herman Pape, presi- 
dent of the congregation, expressed ap- 
preciation on behalf of the congrega- 
tion for all their efforts in making this 
project possible. 


Recently a group of 14 young mar- 
ried men responded to the call to take 
over the ushering on Sunday morn- 
ing. Nursery classes for children from 
1 to 5 were also recently organized. 
This has proven a great help to par- 
ents with small children, enabling 
them to attend services. 


We are looking forward to Palm 
Sunday when a group of 13 adults will 
be confirmed. On Pentecost a group 
of 13 young people will be confirmed. 
The congregation recently decided to 
have a three hour Good Friday service 
and two identical services on Easter 
Sunday, one to be a 6:00 A.M. sunrise 
service. 


The 1953 Seminary Convocation will 
be held at Trinity Seminary on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, April 14-15. 


We are proud to announce Pastor 
Verner Carlson of Our Savior’s Luth- 
eran Church of Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
and Dr. Paul L. Holmer of the Depart- 
ment of Philosophy at the University 
of Minnesota as the speakers on this 
year’s program. 


Pastors of our church and other 
churches are hereby cordially invited 
to attend this two day convocation. 
Keep these dates open for this event, 
April 14-15. Further details will be 
announced later. 


Theo. I. Jensen, Dean 
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The spring Board Meeting of tl 
Board of Trustees of Dana College an 


8 and 9, 1953, beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
P. A. Magnussen, Secretar y 


Minnesota 
Convention will 


The 
League 


convention opens with a service ¢ 
Holy Communion on Friday evenin 
with Saturday devoted to Bible Stud 
and business. A banquet will be hel 
in the evening. Sunday, the gu 
speaker will be Pastor Oscar And 
son, Youth Director of the E.L.C. Reg 


istrations should be sent to Pastor Pat 
Keller, 4109 West 54th St., Minneay 

olis, Minn. 
Pastor James W. Olsen, 
President, Minnesota Distrit 
Luther League 


WOMEN OF NORTHWEST IOWA 


Yowa W.MLS. rally of northwest Io 
will be held at Spencer Friday, May 15 
at 2:30. Mr. and Mrs. Donald Wahl 
gren are expected home from Suda 
Africa, April 15. They have consente 
to speak at the rally. Women of Roya 
Storm Lake, Graettinger, Ringsted an 
Dolliver should put this date on thei 
calendar. 3 

4 

Spencer, Iowa celebrated the 65t 
anniversary of the congregation Mare 
22nd. The anniversary sermon wae 
delivered by Dr. R. E. Morton, Pres’ 
dent of Dana College and Trinity Ser 
inary. In the afternoon an organ re 
cital was given by Mrs. Wm. Sorense 
and the new Baldwin organ was ded 
cated. 


Montreal, Canada. The congregatio 
has been busy adding an addition 1 
its church property. It will celebrat 
its 25th anniversary April 12. Paste 
Viggo Petersen of Penn Yan, N.Y 
president of Atlantic District, will o 
ficiate. Your editor who served Mon’ 
real when it was organized will k 
guest speaker. . 
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tne New Church” 


he 36 members of the Joint Union Committee of the 
Lutheran churches negotiating a merger met at 
ficago, March 15 and 16th. The four editors of the 
urches were also present. This was the first time the 
momittee met since last November, when reports were 
en of the actions of the annual conventions in 1952, 
Hl when the Augustana Lutheran Church decided on 
» basis of convention decision not to continue in the 
Sotiations. 


he present meeting was somewhat different from the 
ser meetings. From 1950 to 1952 the meetings were 
Mloring if the churches were in sufficient doctrinal and 
actical agreement to merge into one body. The de- 
ions of 1952 proved that they were. 


The recent meeting at Chicago began to draw up 
ne prints of the new church. The joint sub-committee 
‘polity reported, and reports of the present polity and 
ranization of the four different churches were submit- 


wo interesting days were spent at Chicago. The 
rk done these days was the first spade work, or break- 
- the ground, for the new church. 


uch time was spent discussing the different ways the 
ferent churches function. One has a strong board in 
f2 department, and another has no board at all. Ques- 
were asked and answered about the different ways 
- churches were administered. Traditions of each 
uirch body go back to Europe and through a develop- 
mt of over 100 years in this country. These traditions 
have to be integrated into one another. There must 
‘some give and take. It is not always going to be easy 
}give. There may be several different decisions to 
ich before we get the new church. 


ne synod has a representative convention, every pas- 
-has the right to vote and every congregation can send 
> or more delegates. In our synod we can send one 
legate for every 50 confirmed members. 


"nother synod (the Lutheran Free Church) accepts 
visitors from the Lutheran Free Church as voting 
~mbers. 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church permits the pastors 
us one delegate from each parish to vote. 


The American Lutheran Church has a convention at 
‘ich only one pastor and one lay delegate for every 
th congregation can vote. 
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We just mention these facts as an example of the dif- 
ferent ideas and practices. Some way must be found 
how to conduct the synodical conventions of the new 
church. ; 


There is the problem of the “free” work that may 
spring up within the church. Yes, there are many prob- 
lems. But the argument was constantly made that even 
though there may be disagreement about an administra- 
tion problem, all administrative problems can be solved. 
We have solved our doctrinal problems (which sometimes 
cannot be solved) we should therefore be able to solve 
the administrative problems. 


One of the first expressions that caught our attention 
was the phrase The New Church. 


“T like to see this in the new church.” 
“T would not like to see this in the new church.” 


“T would like to see this in the new Lutheran Church.” 


These were some of the expressions made. There was 
no question about whether the new church will come 
about or not. Every committee member simply sat 
down to work out the plans for the new church. They 
all expected a new church. They accepted the mandate 
from their synod as that of drawing up plans for a new 
church. 


We shall not try to predict when the new church will 
emerge. We believe that we have reached a point from 
which there will be no return. 


The committee on polity and organization was asked to 
make a comprehensive study of the problem and report 
back to the Joint Union Committee October 13-14. An- 
other meeting was set for Dec. 8-9. It is also planned to 
have a meeting early in the new year, so that the reports 
for the 1954 conventions can be cleared. 


By 1956 we should be able to have a final blueprint of 
the new church. 


No doubt rumors and speculation will come up during 
that time. Some will get this idea and some _ will get 
that. Rumors about the difficulties about a certain prob- 
lem will be magnified. The fact, however, will remain, 
that these problems will simply be like the problems 
which may now arise within our own respective bodies. 
Because the men now already think in terms of the New 
Lutheran Church. 
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"It Is Finished . . Father, Into Thy Hands” 


By Theo. I. Jensen 


The drama on Calvary was a succession of rapid and 
unexpected changes. Strange it must have seemed to 
the soldiers and other bystanders to hear Jesus absorbed 
in those about Him, praying for His tormentors, reaching 
out a hand of salvation to a fellow sufferer, providing for 
the temporal security of two of His closest on earth. 


Suddenly He seems to give way to the violence of the 
storm which was raging, and He cries out in soul pain 
and physical suffering: “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” “T thirst.” 


Once more the scene changes, this time into that quiet 
calm which often follows storm. In relief and with a 
ring of victory He now says, “It is finished . . . Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit.” 


“It Is Finished” 


“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, hd 
said, ‘It is finished.’ ”’ He was there speaking in His own 
behalf. At an end was His suffering. His whole life— 
from cradle to grave—was a way of pain, a way of sor- 
row. We recall the anxious anticipation which filled His 
soul at the beginning of His passion, notably in Gethse- 
mane, when He said, “Now is my soul sorrowful even 
unto death,” and when He prayed to His own Father, 
“Father, if it be possible, remove this cup from me.” 
There was the pain inflicted by the Roman soldiers too. 
It was all over now, and with a feeling of relief He could 


declare, “It is finished.” 


But finished was also the work He had come to ac- 
complish. Now He could really say what He had said the 
day before in anticipation, “I glorified thee on the earth, 
having accomplished the work which thou hast given 
me to do”, the work of bearing witness to the truth about 
God, teaching men to know the fact of sin and righteous- 
ness according to God’s definition, and especially, finish- 
ed was His great work of atonement for the salvation of 
mankind. The “wall of partition” raised between man 
and God as a result of sin had now been removed. Open 
again was the way to God! 


“Into Thy Hands” 


“And Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit.” With a sense of having 
accomplished the work for which He came He now com- 
mends Himself again to His Father. As just stated, He 
has done His work, but ere He can again join the Father 
on His throne He must for a little while yield to the night 
of death, and does so by placing Himself in His Father's 
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hand. He does so not weakly, but “with a loud voice, 
with trusting confidence. It is the cry of One whi 
though He must for a little while yield to death, is stil 
death’s Lord! 


This last word of our Lord on the Cross shows hor 
beautiful and serene can be our dying hour too. Soa 
we shall go the way of all flesh. Some are young ang 
hale; others are farther along the way. But it is appoint 
ed to all men that they must die. Death is not easy. 1] 
has been called the “king of terrors.” a 


| 
| 
} 
| 
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Its physical as 


pect, the fact that it calls a halt to our work and sca 
us from all the many things and persons we have come 
hold dear here on earth make death an ugly thing, onj 
from which we shrink back. But Jesus who died anj 
conquered death enables all who believe in Him to di 
serenely. When Jesus was able to die in the manner H 
did, it was because He had in His soul the consciousnes 
that He had accomplished the work for which His Fathe} 
had sent Him. To know at nightfall, whether it be h 
evening of day or the evening of life, that the hours hayj 
been well spent is to be able to lie down to quiet ani 
peaceful rest. People asked Jesus, “What must we dé 
that we may work the works of God?” The reply waj 
This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom h} 
hath sent.” This is the work of God, which to accom 


plish is to be able to die in peace. . 


The Effects of What We Have Heard and Seen 
Through the several weeks of Lent we have in spa 
stood at the foot of the Cross of Christ. In the words ¢ 
our dying Lord we have seen and heard this miracle ¢ 
the ages: Jesus’ Christ the loving, innocent One bearin 
the guilt and shame of the world. | 


The important thing is how we now leave the scene qj 
our Savior’s suffering and dying. Some who witnesse! 
the crucifixion shook their heads, as if to say: We do ne 
understand what it is all about, and we care even les! 
Some were profoundly impressed by what they hal 
heard and seen. One of these was a centurion. He ex 
claimed, “Certainly this was a righteous man.” Others- 
probably those who had seen and understood best—ker 
these things in their hearts and went home and quietl 
pondered upon them. Reverent and thoughtful meditd 
tion upon the drama of Calvary and the words utte =] 
there by our Lord in the hours of His supreme suffering 
must, it would seem, create within the heart the quie 
exclamation, “Behold what manner of love the Fathe 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called th 
children of God; and such we are”—through Jesus Chris 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


gress Gets Bill for 

zy Social Security 

Yashington, D. C.—Legislation ex- 
Hing social security coverage on a 
lintary basis to clergymen has been 
toduced in the House by Rep. Rob- 
W. Kean (R., N.J.). 

—r. Kean’s bill, H.R. 3608, is an om- 
us measure that would provide so- 
| security for 10,000,000 more work- 
in the United States, 
tince the beginning of the Social Se- 
lity system in 1937, ordained minis- 
have been barred from participa- 
a because some religious groups 
re contended it would violate the 
meiple of Church-State separation. 
‘ntil 1950, lay employees of church- 
rand religious organizations also 
re excluded from social security 
perage. That year, however, cover- 
was extended to lay employees of 
_-profit organizations, including 
rch groups, provided two-thirds of 
employees of a given group or in- 
uition requested such coverage. 
he Kean ‘bill would extend cover- 
to clergymen on the same basis. It 
ld operate as follows: 
the coverage would first have to be 
tired to the clergymen ‘by the reli- 
as body which employs them. A pe- 
on for waiver of ministerial exemp- 
» would then have to be endorsed 
mat least two-thirds of all the clergy- 
in employed by that religious body. 
ben. such endorsement had been at- 
ised, those who desired coverage 
mld come under the Act. Clergy- 
who did not want social security 
rerage would continue to be exemp- 


Cowever, as in the case of lay work- 
all new employees of the religious 
that had attained a two-thirds en- 
Ssement (i.e., all new ministers or- 

ed or licensed) would automatical- 
ie subject to social security cover- 


(he bill would leave it up to each 
irch to decide what unit it deemed 
rropriate to designate as the “em- 
ing body.” 

Iinisters would constitute a separ- 
eategory for social security pur- 
ss under the Kean bill. This pro- 
ton would particularly affect those 
mined clergymen who are on the 
Ities of schools and colleges, em- 
ved as chaplains in hospitals and 
fitutions, or employed by non-pro- 
borganizations other than church 
lies. 

e clergy on these staffs would con- 
ate a separate unit, and if two 


thirds signed the exemption waiver, 
it would become effective. If coverage 
was elected, all clergymen who might 
subsequently be employed by that or- 
ganization would come under social 
security automatically. 

If approved by this session of Con- 
gress, the Kean bill would become ef- 
fective Jan. 1, 1954. However, observ- 
ers here believe that although Mr. 
Kean’s bill has the backing of the Ad- 
ministration, prospects for early pass- 
age are not bright. 


Senators Ask Probe of 
Juvenile Delinquency 


Washington, D. C.—Resolutions call- 
ing for a probe of juvenile delinquency 
in the United States have been intro- 
duced in the Senate by Senators Estes 
Kefauver (D., Tenn.) and Robert C. 
Hendricksen (R., N.J.). 

The sponsors said that religious lead- 
ers, educators, and law enforcement 
officials are alarmed at the increasing 
number of serious crimes being com- 
mitted by teen-agers. 

They asked that a subcommittee of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee be 
empowered to determine the causes 
of such dlinquency and steps which 
ean be taken for correction. 


Both Senators are members of the 
Judiciary Committee. 

“While it is important to protect the 
public from hardened criminals,” they 
said in a joint statement, “it is even 
more important to prevent the juve- 
nile delinquent of today from becom- 
ing the confirmed criminal of tomor- 
row. 

“Very few of these hardened crimin- 
als, who have spent a lifetime in crime, 
can be reformed, but they might have 
been prevented from becoming crim- 
inals in the first place, if society had 
the knowledge and tools to deal with 
them in their early years. 

“It is important that we get at and 
understand the roots of this problem, 
the sociological reasons for juvenile 
delinquency, in order to prevent the 
development of new criminal gangs 
every generation.” 

The Senators said that a million 
children a year now get into difficulty 
with police and the courts and that if 
the present trend continues “by 1960 
courts and police will have to handle 
1,420,000 cases of child offenders each 
year.” 

“Children are growing up to become 
gangsters, burglars, drug addicts, and 
murderers, with the ferocity of the 
crimes increasing each year,” they said, 


——— 


“Our proposed examination would be 
a report to the unaware citizens of our 
national populace. Such an examina- 
tion is long overdue.” 


Court Warns Warring Factions 
of Lutheran Congregation 

Jackson, Minn.—A _ district court 
judge has warned warring factions of 
a Lutheran congregation that they will 
be tearing their community to pieces 
for years to come unless they settle 
their dispute immediately outside the 
courts. 


Judge Chris Carlson, Blue Earth, 
Minn., appealed to members of St. 
John’s Lutheran church of Okabena, 
Minn., near here, to “use your Chris- 
tianity in trying to get together on a 
fair and reasonable settlement.” 

The judge ordered a two-week recess 
in the Jackson county district court trial 
of a suit growing out of the dispute in 
order to give the opposing parties a 
chance to reach agreement. 


“It seems to me a shame that good 
people like you _ should be in court 
fighting,” Judge Carlson told the 
crowded courtroom. 


“IT might say to you as a matter of 
personal history that my father was a 
preacher and I do not like to sit up 
here and hear a matter like this and 
see neighbor fighting neighbor and 
relatives fighting relatives.” 


The issue of the dispute was whether 
the congregation should retain its af- 
filiation with the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod or leave it because the 
pastor, the Rev. George Schweikert, 
insists that the Synod now teaches 
false doctrine. 

The Okabena church was the birth- 
place of the Orthodox Lutheran Con- 
ference, formed in 1951 by a small 
group of Missouri synod pastors and 
laymen who claim the synod departed 
from its historic conservatism in reach- 
ing a doctrinal agreement, called the 
“Common Confession”, with the Ameri- 
ean Lutheran Church. 

A group of St. John’s members, who 
claim to represent about 40 per cent of 
the congregation, are asking the dist- 
rict court to put the church property 
up for sale and divide the assets be- 
tween the two factions in proportion 
to their numbers. Assets are estimat- 
ed at $35,000, including $13,000 in cash 
and bonds. 

The plaintiffs in the suit—the group 
asking for sale of the church—repre- 
sent the faction favoring affiliation 
with the Missouri synod and opposed 
to. the: pastor, 
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Some of the plaintiffs claim they are 
denied Holy Communion and refused 
the right to vote in the church because 
they have supported the Missouri 
synod. 

They charge that Mr. Schweikert di- 
vided the congregation into two hostile 
groups, and “said hostility has over- 
flowed and caused bitter feelings and 
hardships not only in the church and 
its members, but in their homes, fami- 
lies and communities.” 

The schism is reported so bitter that 
relatives refuse to speak to relatives 
and neighbors refuse to do business 
with neighbors. One of the plaintiffs 
is a brother of one of the defendants in 
the suit. Business in Okabena is re- 
ported to have fallen off 20 per cent, 
because rural members supporting the 
pastor think the merchants oppose 
him, 


Churchgoers Get Free Bus 
Rides During Lent 

Buffalo, N.Y.—Buffalo churchgoers 
get free rides to and from church on 
Sundays during Lent. All they have 
to do is to tell the bus operator they 
are going to church or have just been 
to a service and they pay no fare. 

The hours worshippers are permit- 
ted to ride free are between 5 a.m. and 
2p.m. This maks it possible for per- 
sons to attend any Sunday morning 
service, including early Roman Catho- 
lic Masses. 

The free rides are a goodwill gesture 
of the Niagara Frontier Transit Sys- 
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tem, which operates all city buses and 
most of the suburban bus services. 

Roswell F. Thoma, NFT president, 
said 239,652 free rides were provided 
during Lent last year. He declared 
that any financial loss to his company 
is offset by the public goodwill and a 
knowledge that religion is being 
strengthened. 


“We are conscious of America’s need 
for a strong and confident faith in the 
spiritual principles on which our free- 
dom is based,” he said. 

On behalf of the Council of Church- 
es of Buffalo and Erie County, the Rev. 
Harlan M. Frost, executive secretary, 
commended the bus company for “en- 
couraging faithfulness in habits of cor- 
porate worship in our city.” 


Catholic Girls Stage 
Modest Dress Fashion Show 

San Francisco—Teen-age Catholic 
school girls modeled evening, informal 
and sports wear. designed to “return 
modesty to the fashion world” at two 
fashion shows here. 

The girls worn gowns created by the 
Younger Set, a San Francisco apparel 
shop, especially to meet the standards 
of a campaign that has been under 
way in the city’s 13 Catholic girls’ high 
schools with the approval of the arch- 
diocese of San Francisco. 

“What we want are clothes that are 
both modest and smart,” said 17-year- 
old Doris Munstermann, inter-school 
chairman of the _ project. “No 


There may be some dispute between authors of best- 
sellers, psychologists, radio commentators and dramatists 
as to the precise moment when life begins. But in the 
mind of the Christian there is no doubt whatever. 


begins at Easter! 


That moment at early 


dawn when the wondering 


Life Begins At Easter 


By Roy L. Smith 


Life 


system of graft and exploitation had been threatene 
with annihilation. Herod, the playboy, was stirring a! 
ily and casting about in his mind in the hope of devisi : 
some new entertainment for the 
knew that their petty worlds were under the sentence ¢ 
death, for darkness has never comprehended the light, 
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modest clothes have been available 
our department stores, and we hope 
convince buyers and fashion designe 
that a real demand exists for suc 
styles.” 


Some 800 girls and their mothers ai 
tended each of two showings of 75 af 
proved gowns in the auditorium of § 
Paul’s High School. The dresses a 
met a criterion set by the “Supply th 
Demand for the Supply” movemer 


no translucent fabrie 
no short shorts, n 


neck gowns, 
no short. skirts, 
tight sweaters. 


personality have to attract attention b 
immodest clothes,’ said Diane Lil 
17, one of the models. 

Maureen Cassidy, 17, added: “Th 
boys say they like modest clothes f 
girls. The strapless gowns just 1 
cite them to something and they al 
afraid. . . they want us to wear clot 
ing they would like their sisters — 
wear.” : 

The girls’ high schools here forme 
a committee, which worked with loe 
fashion designers to prepare the shoy 
which was dedicated to “Our Lad; 
Queen of Style.” : 

Sister Helen Clare, of the Sisters ¢ 
St. Joseph, who assisted the girls, sai 
the objective of the SDS crusade coul 
be summarized as active disapproval - 
“exposure and exaggeration.” 2 


day. None of ther 


Mary, benumbed of heart and confused of mind, stood 
peering into the empty tomb just outside the city of Je- 
rusalem, and listening to the explanations of the guard- 
ing angel, was the greatest in human history. The forces 
of evil, apparently so completely victorious only a few 
hours ago, were completely routed, and goodness was 
alive and triumphant in the world again. 


It was not that the world knew that evil was doomed 
and that goodness was victorious. Pilate had probably 
slept well the night before, secure in the belief that he 
was well rid of a troublesome matter. Annas—crafty, 
greedy, and unscrupulous— was beginning to regain his 
self-assurance after a wretched week in which his whole 


That solemn declaration, “He is not here, but is risen 
marked the dividing line between life and death, bi 
tween hope and hopelessness in human affairs. 


The news that one who had been dead was alive agai 
was good news indeed. For long and troubled centuria 
in every language known to human speech, man has as} 
ed the question, “If a man die shall he live again?” Tt 
philosophers, priests and seers had answered “We hoy 
so,”, “We think so,” or “Pray the gods that it aay be so 
But Mary led the Christian Church forth from that em) 
ty tomb in a triumphal march, shouting to all the wor! 
the good news that Jesus was alive, that Caesar’s cro 
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Easter in a Colombian City 


By Helen Danielson 


In the early hours of the morning we were awakened 
a terrific noise of firecrackers and a repulsive clang 
bells. Thus we were informed that the coming day 
s the beginning of the Easter week. 

Liater a procession was led by a band playing loud 
asic. Then came priests and carriers of many life- 
ed images. They were followed by a crowd of wor- 
pe At the street corners the music ceased while 
tests burned incense and prayed. The people also fell 
vn on their knees in an attitude of prayer. 

Similar things have reminded us all week that this is 
nly Week. In one procession was an image of Jesus 
aced on a mule and led through the streets and arches 


of palms. In a procession on Good Friday was an image 
of Jesus on accross. An image of Judas hanged was in 
the parade. Also an image of the Virgin Mary dressed 
in black. An hour later the procession returned to en- 
ter achurch. This time the image of Jesus was in a cof- 
fin. This was placed in a church with a policeman on 
guard until Easter morning. But it was not in the pro- 
cession on Easter morning. 

For centuries these people have bowed down to wood 
and stone. Such are the conditions all around us. Many 
people have waited long for a messenger to tell them of 
the risen, living Lord. How long shall we let them wait? 


LLOYD NEVE WRITES: 


Kurume, Japan, March 2, 1953 
Dear Friends: 

Here is a testimony, a true story, as I heard it almost 
© years ago from Yokoo-san himself, Because my 
anese wasn’t too good at that time, I didn’t under- 
d parts of his testimony as he told it and so the other 
when I saw him in Hita, I asked him to write it out 
~me. Yokoo-san, a fine, clean-looking man of about 
.is a farmer and a faithful member of our congregation 
Hita. Here then is the testimony of Yokoo Masaki: 
* was drafted in the last war and was sent to the Phil- 
ines. There I was in the war for two years. We took 
rt in many desperate battles. However the war did me 
good and in defeat after defeat my buddies fell one af- 
the other. And those of us who were left became 
pletely like devils so that wherever we went we com- 
-tted atrocities. 

mce in the mountains we came across two natives. 
e we shot to death instantly but the other one ran 
ay. I chased him and finally caught him in a small 
where they had a cemetery. A white wooden 
cifix stood in the middle of this cemetery. The man 
as chasing clung to the cross, begging for mercy, but 
thout clemency I stabbed him to death. Thinking 
out it afterwards, it was a most inhuman deed. 

ile incidents like that continued, the war ended, 
d I became a prisoner of the American Army. Na- 
ally, we expected to be treated like slaves or else 
t shot, but on the contrary, they treated us very kind- 
And finally when they returned us to our own coun- 
, our hearts were full of thanksgiving. For us who 
d expected death and had already given up any 
ught of living, being reunited with mother, wife and 
dren again meant an inexpressible joy. 

owever, during the war I had contracted malaria and 
it flared up again. Twice every month I got an at- 
and suffered terribly. And every time I suffered in 


the fever, without fail, the figure of the man I had killed, 
clinging to the cross and crying for mercy, would come 
into my consciousness like a curse to torture and torment 
me. Thus the spiritual suffering was much worse than 
the physical suffering, and I was in horrible agony. 
This state of affairs continued for three years. Naturally 
I went to five or six doctors and bought and took expens- 
ive medicine but it didn’t help a bit. I became absolute- 
ly worn out in both body and spirit and waited only for 
death. 


Then just as I was standing at the threshold of death, 
involuntarily and without any conscious thought of my 
own I cried out, “God, help me!” 


There flashed across my mind the cross, the cross that 
he had clung to. “That’s it, he must have been a Chris- 
tian!” “And if that is so, then couldn’t I in some small 
way atone for his death by becoming a Christian my- 
self?” And so from that time on I studied Christianity 
with all my heart. With the guidance of Pastor Okamoto 
and Oishi-san (of Hita church) I came to have faith in 
God and in Jesus Christ. And in a miracle of faith, the 
sickness that had been so terrible, completely left me. 
What incomparable joy it gave me. 

I was baptized by God’s will in October, 1950, and at 
present, I am passing my days in joy and thanksgiving.” 


TO SHED LIGHT. 


A poor blind woman in Paris put 27 francs into a mis- 
sionary offering. This seemed high and it was suggested 
that she could not afford it. “Yes sir, I can. I am blind, 
and I asked my fellow straw-workers how much money 
they spend in a year for oil in their lamps and they said 
27 francs. So, I found that I save so much in the year 
because I am blind and do not need a lamp, and I give it 


to shed light to the dark heathen lands.” 
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By J. M. T. Winther ; 


Why do we not hear from you in our papers? is a not 
entirely unreasonable question. It is not the editors’ 
fault. Nor is it because there is nothing to write about. 
Enough happens out here in this little corner of the field 
where I have been permitted to live my last days, also 
enough that might be of general interest for the readers 
of our papers. I might even say that it is just because so 
much happens that there is so very little time to write 
about anything of it. 

Today is Sunday, and it is different from almost every 
other Sunday since last summer, as I have been here ‘n 
the school all day because I was asked to preach here 
this morning. Otherwise I have generally been farther 
afield, so that it has taken both Saturday and Monday, 
and on one occasion the whole week in between, and that 
meant extra hours either before or after the absence. 

UEMURA 

Upper village is the meaning of “ue” and “mura”. His 
father was one of the teachers in the large boys’ school 
of which Dr. Inadomi has been the extraordinarily ef- 
ficient principal since 1934 and the leading spirit since his 
return from America in 1922. It is only owing to his 
courage and firm faith, coupled with sagacity and quick 
decisions at critical moments that we still have the school 
and have it as a definitely Christian agency. As it oc- 
cupies a place that would have been of the greatest value 
for an invading army, the military had decided to occupy 
it. Nominally ceding it to the government for the dura- 
tion saved all of its buildings except the chapel which 
‘was used as an ammunition factory and almost entirely 
destroyed. 

Like so many others this man was also drafted and had 
to serve as a soldier. He was reported as killed in ac- 
tion in the Philippines. Recently the rumors have been 
spread that he is still alive but like so many others kept 
in prison somewhere in the islands, all the negotiations 
about their release have so far been utterly useless, so 
there is still no certainty. 

The drafting of the bread-winner left the poor mother 
with 4 children and very little possibility of avoiding ac- 
tual starvation. The oldest boy had to get out and get 
work of some kind; all he could get at his age was to 
mine coal. Both the physical and moral conditions in 
the coal mining are of the poorest kind, and it did not 
take so long before that young boy had sunk as low as 
any one could. He got out of the mines and got in with 
a gang of narcotic dealers; with his abilities he quickly 
rose in the ranks and had more than a score of subordin- 
ates, himself a subordinate of other gangsters. But his 
health gave way and he had to get out of it, something 
that he had wanted to do for quite awhile, but had not 
been able to. Gangs of that kind do not want to allow 
a single one of those caught to escape. He came home 
to his mother who took care of him as well as she could 
in her bottomless poverty. 

She was, like her husband, a true Christian and it was 
her endeavor to have her firstborn restored not merely 
physically but also to have him come back to that Savior 
in whose name he too had been baptized. But he was 
impervious to any influence. At least so it seemed. To 
go to church was something he most emphatically refus- 
ed to do. 

After the Bible school was out in June, 1951, I follow- 
ed a number of invitations and went down to Kyushu, 
starting at the southern end of the island. My dear fel- 
low worker from the Newspaper Evangelistic activity 


had been called to take up the work as a pastor in Min 
amata, on the southern border of Kumamoto province 
Active and aggressive as he still is in spite of the un 
speakable sufferings he has gone through after beins 
burned at the time of the bombardment in Fukuoka, sc 
that cheek-bones and the bones of his hands actually 
were scorched, he came around to several of the town: 
in the vicinity and in one of them he met with Mrs. Ue 
mura and became a blessing to her and her home. He 
prevailed on this hardened young kid to come and heat 
a man nearly 80 years old (in Japan years count, it is 
supposed that a man will be learning and become moreé 
valuable the older he gets to be.) < 

He kept his promise and came to the early morning 
service, and remained for the second as it was announe- 
ed that it would be a different sermon at each of the ser- 
vices. He still remained when invited to attend th 
meeting for young people at 1 o’clock, as it was announe- 
ed that the old preacher had been requested to tell of 
how he himself had become a Christian. How it hap- 
pened or what it was that struck him I have never in- 
quired about. I know that somehow the Savior had met 
him, and so it happened that “wakened by kindness 
chords that were broken will vibrate once more.” ; 

When a few days later a meeting was held in Sachi 
the town where they lived at the time, it was Uemura 
who had taken it upon himself to do an immense amount 
of work to get everything arranged for the meeting tha 
was held in the Junior College building. Some 180 
people entered the large hall and a large number stood 
around on the outside, so that considerably more thar 
200 people that night heard the story of Lazarus and the 
rich man, of heaven and hell, and of the Word that tells 
of the Savior who can save from the well deserved hell 

That something definite had happened with the young 
boy was evident. He was no longer willing to be a bur- 
den to his poor mother, but all his efforts to secure work 
were in vain. Once a coal-miner it is almost impossibl 
to get any honest work, as the coal-miners are altogeth 
er too few and all are urged to leave them for coal-min- 
ing. As there was nothing else he decided to go back in 
spits of his very strong aversion for that work and that 
‘ite. 

Then the mother wrote to me: would it not be possitill 
to give her boy some work here at the Bible school, no 
matter what it was, so that he could get here and may 
attend some of the classes. She was so afraid of letting 
him stay in the mines, as she knew well enough the dang- 
ers for a young man. Pastor Hoaas readily agreed. A 
rather large lot had been bought for the future buildings: 
of the Bible school, but as there was no money to build 
for, it was used as a vegetable plot, providing vegetables 
for the table of the students. If he would work that he’ 
would be welcomed. He at once left the mines and 
came. Almost immediately he became very intimate 
with two of our students who had come here, sent by the 
Lutheran Brethren way up in the northernmost corner of 
the main island. They were of the kind that we pray! 
God to send us many more of. They knew the Lord, and 
they had learned to love Him and serve Him with glad 
ness. 2 

These three took up work in a rather difficult part of 
the vicinity, where people who had been repatriated: 
from Manchuria were stowed together in a camp. - Com- 
munism, despair, bitter disappointments lead to hatred 

(Continued on page 10) 
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John Masefield has given to English literature in our 
e many lines of poetry that will go singing down 
ough the years, perhaps through the centuries. His 
rical expression of the exaltation of the experience of 
mversion, “O glory of the lighted mind,” is such a line. 
But he has written no line of poetry more stirring to 
1e imagination than that spoken by a Roman soldier 
ar the end of his poetic drama, The Trial of Jesus. 
rocula, the wife of Pilate, is represented as being deep- 
y disturbed over the crucifixion of Jesus. When a Ro- 
nan soldier brings the news that the stone has been roll- 
i away from the tomb, and the tomb found empty, she 
. greatly perplexed and excited. She asked the soldier 
agerly, “Where do you think He is?” 

The soldier makes this answer: “Let loose in the world, 
idy, where neither Roman nor Jew can stop His truth!” 

“Loose in the world, lady.” What a vivid picture of 
me meaning of Easter for all human history and for all 
me world! Think of the measureless force of Jesus let 
»ose in the world for all time! 

That is Good News for a world of bad news. And 
“hen was such news ever needed more desperately than 
eday? An evening newspaper in New York has a de- 
artment headed “News for Living.” That section covers 
mings on sale in the stores. We need news for living, 
a a broader and deeper sense than that, in a time when 
uost of our news is “news for dying.” 

And here is news for living, that Jesus Christ is loose 
a the world. “We’re sunk enough here, God _ knows,” 
nd we need the persuasion of hope. One man not long 
0 expressed in a single sentence the feeling of many 
mople, “I have lived from a time when no good dream 
emed impossible, to one when no calamity seems im- 
obable.” 

Masefield’s words particularly illuminate the faith of 

ster as a social force. Eternal vigilance is needed lest 
at aspect of Easter be allowed to go under a cloud. It 
“ten has suffered a “blackout.” Indeed the whole Eas- 
sy faith has suffered from being kept at arm’s length 
‘om daily life, so that Easter Sunday is often little more 
a traditional pious but empty interlude. 
In the basement of a little church of which I was the 
tor, I once found a motto spelled out in tissue paper, 
hrist is Risen.” It had been used in an Easter service 
e year before—but was now tucked away behind the 
oal bin! A pathetic, bedraggled symbol of what often 
appens to the Easter truth in our minds, is it not? 

Think of the social consequences that ought to follow, 
_much vaster power, the faith that Jesus is loose in the 
orld. Suppose we believed, really believed, in His 
tiveness with a burning-glass intensity! 

Jesus is loose in the world in many far-reaching senses. 
=t us underline only one of the consequences of the 
uth that Jesus has broken jail because He could not be 
olden. The Christian doctrine of immortality makes 
sme tremendous and staggering affirmations about man. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 9 


‘‘He’s Loese in the World, Lady!” 


By Halford E. Luccock 


Upon him it puts a new valuation beyond anything that 
has ever been dimly comprehended apart from Christ. 
It says that the least human being is priceless in the 
sight of God, that he has an eternal value in the mind of 
God, an eternal place in the life of God. That is a revo- 
lutionary force beside which communism is an afternoon 
tea. 

When will we learn that Easter is the world’s most 
powerful revolutionary propaganda, too massive in its 
implications, too rugged in its might, to be imprisoned in 
a stained-glass window or chained with a church service 
or an individual life? What an overturning there would 
be in our world if that Easter evaluation of man, in all its 
power, were truly let loose in the way we treat men in 
our economic, social and. political life! 

Dr. F. J. Foakes-Jackson has pointed out that at the 
very launching of the Christian Church the preaching of 
the Resurrection was a political heresy rather than a 
merely religious one. It carried a threat to entrenched 
power. He writes, “The Resurrection implied disturb- 
ance to the status quo.” It did then. It does now. The 
Resurrection of Jesus, preached with a sense of the valu- 
ation which assurance of the soul’s eternal worth puts up- 
on man, is an upsetting doctrine to any regime which 
rides roughshod over man, whether it is a totalitarian 
state or an exploiting economic power. It is heresy in 
Berlin and Rome; it is heresy also wherever property 
values are placed above human values. 

In Sholem Asch’s novel, Three Cities”, the heretical 
nature of the Easter conception of man is clearly por- 
trayed. One impassioned young woman communist is 
expounding her gospel to a companion: “But comrade, 
what is man? A sausage skin that can be stuffed with 
anything. The essential point is, whom does man serve? 
The man himself is nothing.” 

But the comrade cannot agree. He answers: “No, 
man isn’t just a sausage skin. A man represents an ab- 
solute value in himself. He is sacred. He is an end in 
himself.” 

The girl evangelist of communism is shocked. “That’s 
heresy!” she cries. 

It’s heresy in Moscow—and in America and anywhere 
else where men, women and children are treated as mere 
means to the end of profits, mere decimal points in the 
gains recorded in a ledger. 

The tremendous social implications for Easter are 
found in the truth that what we are willing to do for men 
depends ultimately on our conception of what they ac- 
tually are. If we put on them the rating of immortal 
souls, that act of faith brings a new and powerful mo- 
mentum into action on their behalf. When we carry 
that estimate of man into our action, Jesus really does 
get loose in the world, as an overturning and 
force. 

A missionary friend of mine once told me of being call- 


saving 


(Continued on page 10) 
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“HE’S LOOSE IN THE WORLD, LADY!” 
(Concluded from page 9) 


ed into a textile mill in China to identify a child worker, 
just eleven years of age, who had fallen asleep at a ma- 
chine and been mangled to death. He said that as he look- 
ed at the pitiful body he realized that the whole affair 
was a profoundly theological question: What is she? 
Just one of four hundred million things in China, things 
which were very useful in producing a two hundred per 
cent profit, or is she a child of God, endowed with etern- 
al worth? 

It makes a difference. But we do not have to go to 
China for examples. We must ask the same question 
wherever things are set above persons. 


Let your imagination run wild for a moment and pic- 
ture the great Easter Parade. Not the usual Easter Sun- 
day procession which goes under that name, that annual 
fashion show which is at once both shining and shabby— 
shining with the glitter of new clothes, but also shabby 
because it is a tawdry anti-climax to the high truth that 
Christ has brought life and immortality to light. The 
fashion parade on Easter Sunday is really a celebration 
of some of our most popular vices —ostentation, vanity, 
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pride and self-centeredness— a veritable sacrament of 
materialism. ; 
Look at the real Easter Parade—the shining company | 
who have lived in the power of an endless life, as it has. ; 
marched down through the centuries. } 
Watch that Easter Parade as it has turned into devase 
tated areas of the world, where man’s eternal worth to- 
God has been denied, marching against the strongholds 
of slavery and exploitation. All the world is looking for | 
that Easter Parade today—groaning and travailing in | 
pain; waiting for the revelation of the sons of God, wait- 
ing where the worth of men is obscenely denied, where : 
men are being used as missiles in war, where more war 
is being planned; waiting in all places where the erosion | 
of human life and personality goes on. j 
This truth emerges: One sure way of deepening and — 
strengthening men’s faith in eternal life is by the prac- | 
tice of treating men as sons of God. No doctrine can live. 
in the intellect which does not renew itself in experience. 
If the social implications of immortality are made the 
guide for individual and social practice, that very experi- | 
ence will give a reality to the faith itself which centuries | 
of argument, ritual and preaching could not give. 
—Christian Advocate 


SNAPSHOTS FROM JAPAN 

(Concluded from page 8) 
and opposition to almost everything. But the three went 
there, from fall until past Christmas they gathered the 
children on the open streets; then they won out and got 
a common hall, and it was possible to have meetings for 
adults also. Uemura proved himself to be a born speak- 
er, and he had experienced enough to understand and 
sympathize with these miserable people; they heard him 
gladly. 

As an examination in my subject, Introduction to the 
Bible, I gave them the topic: Efficacy of The Word of 
God. “This is a topic on which I can speak, for it is 
something that I myself have experienced” started Ue- 
mura his answer. It was not exactly what had been ex- 


pected, it was both considerably less and far more, it was | 


—— | 


the story of a soul who had passed from galling slavery | 
chains to the glorious liberty of the children of God as it 
may be experienced here. 
This year he is a regular student here, and he is one of 
the very best, although we have several outstanding 
men. There is only one man, and he is a blind man, who 
has taken higher points by any of the teachers here. 
Last spring he made a trip to his old boss, and made a 
complete and open break. We feared he might have 
been held, but he felt it had to be done and he went and 
returned as happy as any could be: he was free. Just 
now he is off on an evangelistic tour up on the north 
coast for the second time. We believe that God has giv- 
en us a very efficient evangelist in Uemura. 


FROM GALILEE TO CALVARY 

Karin Nightlinger 

By the sun-kissed shores of Galilee 

The Son of God once walked, 

While many sought and followed him 

Enraptured as he talked. 

With miracles he showed them 

His power and his grace. 

To the lepers he gave cleansing 

And the blind beheld his face. 


For a time the masses marveled 
And hailed him as their king. 

But their song of praise grew silent 
When the traitors’ jeers did ring. 
With scorn the wicked drove him 
To Calvary’s wind-swept hill. 
And there they hung him crucified. 
He did his Father’s will. 


At last in Joseph’s garden 
The Lamb of God was kept, 


While angels kept a vigil 

At his tomb where Mary wept. 
But at dawn of Easter morning 
Our Lord rose from the grave 
In a glorious consummation 
That he the world might save. 


EASTER DREAM 

By William Steward Gordon 
I heard the great celestial choir, 
With vibrant strings and tongues of fire, 
As from the temple of the soul 
They made the Easter anthems roll— 
The Resurrection victory, 
The joys of immortality. 


And fresh from the lips we laid in the sod, 

Now pulsing with life and the glory of God, 
This is the message that came to me 

On the wings of faith o’er the infinite sea— 

Singing and ringing it leaped the wave: 

“Our God cannot perish! Be brave, be brave!” 
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BY THE FIRESID 


AN EASTER CAROL 
>pring bursts today, 
or Christ is risen and all the earth’s 
at play. 


lash forth, thou sun, 
he rain is over and gone, its work is 
done. 


Winter is past, 

Sweet spring is come at last, is come at 
| last. 

3ud, fig and vine 

Bud, olive, fat with fruit and oil, and 
wine, 


Sreak forth this morn 
‘mn roses, thou but yesterday a thorn. 


Jplift thy head, 
D pure white lily through the winter 
dead. 


Beside your dams 
Leap and rejoice, you merry-making 
lambs. 


‘All herds and flocks 
Rejoice, all beasts of thickets and of 
rocks, 


Sing, creatures, sing. 
Angels and men and birds, and every- 
thing... — Christina Rossetti 


Patient: “Doctor, what I need is 
something to pep me up, something to 
eset me in a fighting mood. Did you 
gout anything like that in this prescrip- 
tion?” 

Doctor: “No. You will find that in 
tthe bill.” 


MY RISEN CHRIST 
Donna M. Garn 


II followed quietly along 
A bitter, rugged, blood-stained way, 
"Thinking to find God’s only Son 
A piece of lifeless human clay; 
‘I passed the screaming, noisy mob; 
And all the city’s jarring din; 
‘I heard the mourning women sob; 
Saw Peter, far-off, follow him; 
‘I saw John lead his mother home; 
Saw Magdalene in sorrow fall; 
‘But, oh, the Christ, the Son of God, 
I found not in my grief at all, 
Until I stumbled, near a tomb— 
A tomb whose stone was rolled 
away, 
‘And found at last my risen Lord 
Clothed in immortal human clay. 
—Free Methodist 


AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS 
By William T. McElroy 


At the foot of the cross on Calvary 
there were widely divergent groups— 
the Pharisees, who hated Christ; the 
soldiers, who were indifferent to him; 
the spectators, who were interested 
only in an unusual sight; his mother 
and brothers, who loved him; his dis- 
ciples, who had followed him; and per- 
haps others. One thing they all had 
in common—the need of a Saviour. 
And though those gathered about the 
cross did not know it, the One who 
hung there was their only hope. He 
was dying to make salvation possible 
for them ali. So today. The world 


has its many groups; different races, 
different nationalities, different class- 
es, but their one common need is the 
need of a Saviour. And in him is our 
only hope. Only through Christ, the 
Light of the world, can the darkness 
brought by sin be banished from the 
heart of man.and from the life of the 
world. — Christian Observer. 


E 


EASTER SONG 
Last Easter when my voice was lifted 
up 
To sing the praises of my risen Lord, 
I had not tasted sorrow’s bitter cup, 
The music held for me no minor 
chord. 
This Eastertide my stricken heart 
sends up 
The strains I lift in accents clear and 
strong, 
For I have drained the dregs of sor- 
row’s cup, 
And learned the meaning of the 
Easter song. 


I know the sweetness of the minor 
chord, 


The glory of the major full and clear, 

I know the power of my risen Lord— 

He lives, and they shall live whom 
I hold dear. 


And though I cannot help the tears 
that flow, 
And though my heart is sad as heart 
can be, 
I sing the Easter song because I know 
The ‘blessed Easter message is for 
me. —Author Unknown 


OUR FORMIDABLE FOE 


Communism is the greatest missionary force in the 
the world today. Lenin’s 40,000 followers in 1917 have 
multiplied 20,000 times in 35 years until 800,000,000 
people, one third of the earth’s population, are now un- 
der Communist control. This means that they need mul- 


tiply only three times more to achieve thier goal of com- 
plete world dominion. Furthermore, they have shown 
no signs of slackening their progress, and there are still 
millions of people in the world who are easy victims to 
their philosophy. 


Sacrifice has been the secret of Communist progress, 
even as sacrifice has been the secret of Christian pro- 
gress. The effectiveness of our missionary offerings will 
depend, not upon their total amount, but upon the sacri- 
fices which they represent. Is it too much to expect that 
if we can afford to sit down to a sumptuous Sunday din- 
ner after we have given our Easter offering, we should 
have added the amount of the dinner to the Easter offer- 
ing and eaten sandwiches instead? I suppose it is too 
much to expect of Christians, but thousands of Com- 
munists have done as much or more. That’s why mil- 
millions of people, who have not once in their lives eaten 
one good meal, will hear about Karl Marx instead of Je- 
sus Christ. It’s a little uncomfortable, isn’t it? 


—Wesley W. Nelson 
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“THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH” 


The National Luther League convention is but a few 
weeks away. Leaguers from all parts of the United 
States and Canada will assemble in Blair for what we 
anticipate will be a “great convention” that will prove a 
blessing to all. 


By now we are all acquainted with our theme for the 
convention, “Thy Will Be Done on Earth.” These words, 
taken from the Lord’s Prayer, should not only be the 
thought that we center the messages of our convention 
around but the earnest prayer of all who confess Christ 
Jesus as Savior. 


“Thy will be done on earth,” is a prayer. In one of his 
sermons, Peter Marshall, former chaplain of the United 
States Senate states, “Praying is dangerous business un- 
less we truly mean it... You see, if we do not mean 
what we are praying for, God might call our bluff, take 
us up on it and wouldn’t we be surprised.” Thus it is 
dangerous for us as individuals to pray “Thy will be done 
on earth” as far as our lives are concerned unless we 
truly mean it. It is dangerous to pray this prayer togeth- 
er as a Luther League assembled in convention unless 
we really mean it. 


It would be well for us to give some consideration 
as to what God’s will is for our individual lives. Cer- 
tainly God’s first desire is that we should be His children 
and He our Father. This comes only through faith in 
Christ Jesus as our Blessed Redeemer. Thus it is the 
good and gracious will of God that by His Grace we do 
not reject this Savior who became ours in Holy Baptism. 
This is God’s first and foremost desire for our lives. 


Since this faith abides within our hearts it is also the 
will of God for our lives that we should live out of love 
for Him. While this has nothing to do with our salvation 
which is ours alone through faith in Christ Jesus, 
it is only natural that the Christian should abound in 
good works since these are pleasing to his Heavenly 
Father. 


When we thus pray, “Thy will be done on earth” as far 
as our lives are concerned, we are praying that there will 
be no other gods in our lives that will be placed before 
Him. We are praying that profanity will be foreign to 
our language. We are praying that God will give us 
strength to keep His day holy, that we will honor our 
superiors be they father or mother, teacher or employer. 
We are asking that there be no hatred in our hearts to- 
wards anyone. We are beseeching God to take away all 
evil thoughts—that gossiping, jealousies and _ coveting 
will not be a part of our lives. 


As one considers these matters we realize that some of 
them have become very dear to us and even though they 
are sins which are not pleasing to God, we have found 
much pleasure in them. Now we are asking Him to re- 
move all of them from our lives. You see it could cause 
quite a reaction which might not be too pleasing. Thus 


it is dangerous to pray unless we really desire God to 


help us in overcoming these sins which are so grievous 
to Him that it caused Him to send His Son to Calvary to 
atone for them. 


Many of the leaguers who come to our convention will 
be coming with a question in the back of their minds, 
“What shall I do with my life?” Aptitude tests have 


been taken, advice has been received from the advisors — 


but now knees are bended and the petitions go heaven- 
ward, “Thy will be done in my life as far as my future is 
concerned.” It is a wonderful prayer for any young 


Christian to pray but a dangerous one. God could answ- — 
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er that prayer in such a way that it might not fit in to 
the type of life that we had been planning on. Instead 


of teaching in a fine modern school near your home com- 


munity, you might find yourself in an African village — 
teaching the little black child the wonderful story of Je-— 


sus. 
ed for where you would be getting a large salary, but 
out in some smaller community as the principal of the 
high school, for that was where God wanted you to make 
your Christian influence felt. 


Some of the leaguers will be coming to convention with 
the thought in mind of their future home—their life’s 
mate. They have talked this matter over with parents 
and friends and now they pray, “Lord, Thy will be done 


It could find you, not in that job that you had hop- © 


in this matter as to who my husband or wife should be.” — 


Certainly this is the only safe way to establish a home, | 


but it is a dangerous prayer to pray unless we mean it. 
God could answer this prayer in such a way that it could 
cause a broken heart for a while. He might point out to 
you that this boy whom you think so much of is not the 
individual that you should marry or that girl friend who 
is so good looking will not make the best mother for your 
child in the years that are to come. 


We see from these few thoughts that praying is danger- 
ous unless we mean it. However, even though it is dan- 
gerous and might cause some hardships when our own 
will crosses God’s will for our lives, we still realize it is 
the only thing for us to do if our lives are to be filled with 
joy and peace. Therefore, we pray “Thy Will Be Done 
on Earth—Thy Will be Done In Our Individual Lives— 
At Our Luther League Convention.” May the business 
that is transacted, the decisions that are made and the 


spirit of our whole convention be according to our Lord’s” 


will and pleasing in His sight. 
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I just finished reading a short edi- 
torial in the youth magazine, “One”, 
entitled, “Mathematics For Lent.” 
The writer, referring to Lent, says 
disgustedly, “It’s always a season 
of subtraction!” This statement 
struck me because of the fact that 
during the past week I’ve had three 
different inquiries by members of 
our congregation as to what I 
thought they should “give up for 
| Lent.” I had advised them not to 
give up anything, but to follow a 
concentrated program of adding to 
| their spiritual stature. In other 
words, adding to the spiritual is bet- 
ter than subtracting from the ma- 
terial unless the latter definitely 
facilitates the former as it does in 
some cases. 

If the subtraction of candy bars, 
cokes, and cigarettes reminds you so 
forcefully of Christ’s sacrifice on 
the cross that it gives you a greater 
appreciation of His love than you’ve 
known before, then by all means 
practice this subtraction. In most 
eases, however, this program turns 
the spotlight upon me. I am in- 
clined to think of how holy I am 
being during Lent because of the 
great personal sacrifice I am mak- 
ing in His memory. 


Let us therefore adopt a program 
that definitely adds to the spiritual. 
In our private lives, how about a 
PRTG program, which means Pray- 


If every call to Christ and His right- 
»eousness is a call to suffering, the con- 
‘verse is equally true — every call to 
esuffering is a call to Christ, a promo- 
ttion, an invitation to come up higher. 
—Charles Brent. 


God, yes God, is on the Cross, for the 
ross is the groundwork of His being 
sand always has been so. In His people 
[He has always suffered in their suffer- 
tings with a degree of suffering that 
surpassed theirs. The pangs of time in 
ttheir manifold and multitudinous man- 
tifestations dart through the eternal na- 
ture of God. God has made common 
Hot with man. 

—Charles Brent. 


GUYER and HANSEN 
LOANS 
HNSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
Hi. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


Adding the Spiritual 


ing, Reading, Thinking, and Giving. 
Many pray and read God’s Word 
daily, Lent or no Lent, but usually 
in the opposite order; you read a 
portion of Scripture and _ follow 
with prayer for your daily devo- 
tions. But pray first, as well as af- 
terwards. Pray that the Holy Spir- 
it will enlighten you as to God’s 
wonderful truth. Then read, and 
you will often learn truths about 
God and His will that had entirely 
escaped you before. Of course, if 
you haven’t been used to conduct- 
ing daily devotions for yourself be- 
fore, by all means begin during 
Lent, that God may speak to you 
daily and draws you to Him in a 
more intimate fellowship than you 
have ever known. Give God this 
chance to make the Cross and the 
Resurrection real to you personally 
and you will receive spiritual faith 
and assurance that will thrill you 
throughout life! 


Then think! Meditate! After 
praying and reading, don’t put your 
Bible down with an “out of sight 
out of mind” attitude. Sit quietly 


for at least ten minutes and think 
about God’s message to you. How 
much God loves me that He was 
willing to see His beloved Son suf- 
fer horribly on the cross in order 
that I might go free from my well 
Say, 


deserved punishment for sin! 


When Mr. Standfast had thus set 
things in order, he said: “I have loved 
to hear my Lord spoken of; and wher- 
ever I have seen the print of His shoe 
in the earth, there have I coveted to 
set my foot too.” 


—John Bunyan. 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
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Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can be Arranged by Mail 
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what is my relationship to Jesus 
anyway? Do I really believe in Him 
as my Savior? Have I permitted 
Him to be the Lord of my life? Who 
does run my life anyway; is it still 
I? What am I doing to express my 
gratitude to Jesus for winning sal- 
vation for me? Meditate thus daily, 
and you will soon see a change in 
your life. 


Finally, give in a special way. 
But isn’t this subtraction? No, 
there is a difference between doing 
without and giving to God. Giving 
to God is simply an investment for 
far greater blessings return to the 
giver. Also, blessings come to oth- 
ers, for your gifts are used to help 
win and strengthen other souls for 
Christ too. Be sure to obtaina 
coin-a-meal container from the 
church. Give a coin a meal for each 
member of the family daily in grati- 
tude for what Jesus did for you. 
These gifts will finance our vacation 
Bible school and will pay registra- 
tion fees for all Bible Campers. 
Then give God an extra hour of 
your time too, on Wednesday eve- 
nings, as you attend special mid- 
week services. You will grow spir- 
itually by doing so. 


Yes, let us adopt a positive pro- 
gram for Lent, one that adds spir- 
itual strength, assurance, and joy 
to our lives! 


Can you look at your Crucifix and 
complain that your religion costs too 
great a sacrifice? that God exacts too 
much of you? One glance there should 
surely silence all murmurs at the trifles 
which perplex and harass our daily 
life. What are they to the Humiliation 
and Sufferings of our Incarnate Lord? 


—J. N. Grou. 


Telephones: 


Circle 5-6146-6147 
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LIFE BEGINS AT EASTER 
(Continued from page 6) 
was of no avail, and “because He lives, we too shall live.” 

More than an interesting question of philosophy had 
been settled, however. Life itself had been stabilized. 
Men began to discover that they were citizens of two 
worlds, and as soon as they made that discovery they be- 
gan to live like immortals. Morality achieved new sig- 
nificance. The whole moral order of the universe be- 
came rational and intelligible. 

The faith with which Mary raced away from that emp- 
ty tomb was something glorious. Death thad lost its 
sting and the grave was robbed of the last semblance of 
its victory. Men who walked with that faith in their 
hearts stood beside the biers upon which their loved ones 
lay, and, with shining faces and full confidence, sang 
their hymns of praise. “Death was swallowed up in vic- 
tory.” 

‘But more even than the glorious assurance of immor- 
ality for individual souls was the promise of victory for 
immortal causes. No longer need the champion of jus- 
tice or the defender of righteousness fear for the final 
outcome. If the cruel cross of Caesar was impotent to 
destroy Jesus of Nazareth and to bring His life to an end, 
then it was equally futile in its attacks on any other just 
and righteous soul. 

Suddenly it was discovered that there were certain 
things in life that had the quality of “eternalness” about 


7 
March 30, 1953 


i 


them. Truth, love, justice, good will, righteousness— 


these things were destined to outlast the everlasting hills. 
Death might be the last word of evil; but, when evil had 
done its worst, life came from the tomb and walked 
among men again—inspiring, challenging, building, re- 
storing, and going on to new victories. , 

It has been since Easter that humble men and women 
have dedicated their lives to immortal causes, laboring 
and losing, only to rise again and go on in the face of in- 
superable odds, confidently believing that the defeat of 
Caesar and his cross was the guarantee of their own vic- 
tory through Jesus Christ their Lord. From that empty | 
tomb and the angels with their first news of the sweep-. 
ing victory, the leaders of just causes have gone forth to 
renew their efforts and to shout their triumphs from_ 
afar. ; 
Let all those who believe in the power of Love to re- | 
deem this world turn their hearts again toward that emp-— 
ty cross and that resurrection tomb. Let all those who 
battle alone in behalf of righteousness lift up their eyes | 
and remember the glorious dawn of that first Easter | 
morning. Let all those who have watched truth crushed | 
to earth stand with Mary at that empty tomb and hear | 
the angels tell the amazing news. 

Life, which is the ultimate triumph of justice, the 
achievement of immortality, the survival of truth, and, 
the onward march of righteousness—all this begins at 
Easter.—The Christian Advocate. 


— 


J. 


JOINT UNION COMMITTEE AIRS 
CHURCH POLITY AND STRUCTURE 

Representatives of four Lutheran 
groups engaged in negotiations which 
may bring them together in a merger 
in 1956 met at Chicago and discussed 
general principles of church govern- 
ment and details of church organiza- 
tion. 

The Joint Union Committee—known 
as the Committee of 36—represents 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
American Lutheran Church, United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and Lu- 
theran Free Church, with a combined 
membership of more than 1.7 million. 

(ELC, the third largest Lutheran 
church body in the United States, re- 
ported a membership of 872,813 last 
fall; the ALC—762,196; the UELC— 
49,241; the LFC—59,860 members.) 

In its two-day session, March 16-17, 
the committee plunged into the task of 
framing a joint statement of polity and 
shaping the organizational structure of 
the proposed united Church. 

Hope was expressed that this task 
would be completed in time for sub- 
mission to the conventions of the four 
church bodies in 1954, thus making it 
possible to prepare a constitution dur- 
ing the following biennium that would 
be considered by the conventions in 
1956. 

Prepared statements of their views 
on these matters were presented by 


each of the four bodies. An incomplete 
report was also received from a sub- 
committee on polity, which noted that 
it had not had time to consider all the 
questions raised by the separate groups 
and reconcile them in a joint state- 
ment. 


Establishment of a new sub-commit- 
tee on both polity and organization 
was voted, with each body entitled to 
name up to five members. It is ex- 
pected that this committee will hold 
frequent meetings during the coming 
months to prepare material for consid- 
eration by the entire Joint Union Com- 
mittee when it meets in Chicago, Oct. 
13-14 and Dec. 8-9. 


In response to a memorandum from 
the Lutheran Free Church, the com- 
mittee pledged that it would give care- 
ful and serious study to its suggestion 
that congregations of the Lutheran 
Free Church be constituted as a “non- 
geographical conference” in the merg- 
ed Church. 


Supporting its proposal, the LFC 
noted that “there is need for a variety 
of patterns of organization if the vary- 
ing needs of today’s Lutheran Church 
are to be adequately met and the 
roots of the past not completely sever- 
ed.” 


It also pointed out that its suggestion 
was “an application of a principle 


widely recognized among strongly di- 
vergent Christian churches, and cer- 
tainly in harmony with the spirit and 
doctrines of historic Lutheranism, name- 
ly, that true unity does not depend up- 
on either complete uniformity of prac-_ 
tice or a centralized organizational 
control, but upon agreement as to ‘the 
doctrine of the Gospel and the admin- 
istration of the Sacraments.” 


“In seeking to lay sound and practi- 
cal plans for the future life and work | 
of a considerable segment of Ameri- 
can Lutheranism,” the LFC’s statement. 
said, “our aim should be to develop 
structures which will effectively re-_ 
lease and channel the spiritual forces | 
inherent in each of the merging 
bodies.” 


The current merger negotiations 
were initiated by the UELC, ELC and 
ALC, who later invited the Lutheran 
Free Church and Augustana Lutheran | 
Church to participate in order to in- 
clude all five members of the Ameri- | 
can Lutheran Conference in the unity | 
discussions. Augustana formally with-— 
drew last fall on the grounds that it 
was primarily interested in merger of 
all Lutheran Churches. 


The Rev. Hans C. Jersild, president | 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran | 
Church, presided at the sessions here 


as chairman of the Joint Union Com- 
mittee, 
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NOT JUST CHICKEN FEED 
|A dear lady on the mission field 
ame to the church officials one day 
ith 500 pesos for the building fund. 
aid she, “the hens did it!” I can’t get 
uis tithing business through my head, 
put there were my hens laying eggs on 
1e Lord’s day. Somehow it didn’t 
em right to use the eggs laid on His 
jay for ordinary purposes, and so for 
veral months I have been setting 
ose particular eggs apart and have 
Id them separately, and well, here’s 
e money!” 


| GOD’S PRESCRIPTION 
A missionary in poor health found 


ae without means, in China and 
r from any source of supplies. But 
in her distress she claimed the promise 
f God that He would supply her need. 
boon she received from a bsuinessman 
another part of China several large 
oxes of Scotch oatmeal. She already 
iad several cans of condensed milk, so 
the oatmeal and the condensed milk 
e lived for four weeks. But as time 
vent on, it seemed to agree with her 
nd within a month she was feeling in 
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Later she told her story to a group 
of people which included a physician 
and the doctor asked her the nature of 
her illness. When she told him, he re- 
plied, “the Lord heard your prayers 
and supplied your needs more than 
you ever realized.. For the sickness 
from which you are suffering, doctors 
prescribe a four weeks diet of nothing 
but oatmeal gruel. The Lord prescrib- 
ed it for you and saw to it that you 
took the proper remedy!” — Alliance 
Weekly. 


HOW MUCH SHALL I GIVE THIS 
YEAR TO MISSIONS? 


A Little Argument With Myself 


1. If I refuse to give anything to 
missions this year, I practically cast a 
ballot in favor of the recall of every 
missionary, both in the home and 
foreign fields. 


2. If I give less than heretofore, I 
favor areduction of the missionary 
forces proportionate to my reduced 
contribution. 

3. If I give the same as formerly, I 
favor holding the ground already won, 
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ment. My song is, “Hold the Fort!” 
forgetting that the Lord never intend- 
ed that His army should take refuge in 
a fort. All of his soldiers are under 
marching orders always. They are 
commanded to ‘Go!’ 


4. If I advance my offering beyond 
former years, then I favor advanced 
movement in the conquest of new ter- 
ritory for Christ. Shall I join this 
class? 


Resolved: I do believe in greatly in- 
creasing the present number of our 
missionaries, therefore I will increase 
my former offerings to missionary 
work.—Selected. 


The groundwork of God’s character 
can be expressed in terms of the Cross 
in latter times only because it has al- 
ways been in the form of the Cross. 
The Cross represents self-giving to the 
uttermost, with everything that dares 
to limit or aims to thwart it, defeated 
and destroyed. All else must be paint- 
ed in on this background. 


cellent health. but I disregard any forward move- —Charles Brent. 

Chil- a ce 
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The “Sunshine Line” 


Ss 


America's Favorite Religious Greetings 


sn aSAL Ship | 


youre not just going | 


By ship, 


while you’re getting there. Your | 
vacation pleasure begins the | 
minute you step aboard, and © 
you'll arrive rested, relaxed, re- 
freshed. Make your plans now 
for a trip this fall at the low 
Thrift Season rates. 


The M. S. GRIPSHOLM and M. 
S. STOCKHOLM provide regular 
sailings from New York to Goth- 
enburg and Copenhagen. For 


NEW 21 FOLDER “FEATURE” schedules, rates and reservations, | » 


EVERYDAY ASSORTMENT 


Beautiful, all new, everyday cards 
for 1953. This assortment has 21 large 
and colorful new folders, featuring the 


see your Travel Agent. 


SWEDISH AMERICAN LINE 


181 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 


: very best in religious and general de- 
signs and sentiments. Many extra appliques chosen 
for their distinction and character. Ribbons. Hand 
folds. Die cuts. Embossed throughout. Ten to twenty-five cent values. Folder 
size 4%x9%. Excellent quality paper and envelopes. 
No. G3753 With Scripture Texts Only 


CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS 


Price $1.00 


we ~ et - ‘ s 
Your Statistician is still waiting for 
about 30 parochial reports not yet sent 
in, and about the same number of du- 
plicates of those that burned Feb. 15th. 
As I must have my report ready for 
the Pre-convention Report book by 
April 15th and need time to prepare it, 
it is urgent that all those who have not 
sent in their reports, do so immediate- 
ly. We do not wish to publish names 
if we can avoid it. 


Scripture Text All GET-WELL 


Same 21 beautiful folders as above, but with 
Baby and Sympathy designs replaced. Get-Well 
sentiments only. 


No. G2753 Price $1.00 


Scripture Text All BIRTHDAY 


Same 21 folders as above, except all birthday 
designs and sentiments. Baby and Sympathy 
. cards replaced. 


No. G1753 Price $1.00 


Yours, 
P. C. Jensen, Blair, Nebr. 
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